Sweet Adelines International International Education Symposium
Why Were Their Scores So Much Better Than Ours? Handout
Marcia Massey

WHAT THE EXPRESSION JUDGES WANT YOU TO KNOW...OR
EXPRESSION CATEGORY FOR THE BEWILDERED

The following are direct quotes from Expression judges:
Expression is the heart and soul of barbershop — without i, it's just words and notes on paper.
Basics are forever and in particular, uniform vowels, target vowels, and UNITY.

When the basics are almost perfect, and you sing with the most heart and soul in a contest,
chances are, you would probably win!

First I want non-judges to know that it is imperative to learn and perfect the basics — the
mechanics — before any beautiful music can happen.

Then | want an interpretive plan that fits the lyrics and is not an exhibition of vocal gymnastics and
“| can sing louder than you can” mentality.

Lastly, | want all this delivered with heart and soul and integrity and nuances and finesse and
artistry — and all the other descriptive words like this.

Sing with good vocal skills (louds, soft, and artistic phrase planning don’t mean much if the
foundation of good singing isn't there to display the artistic side).

Sing together, both vertically and horizontally (exact pitch and exact synchronization of
vowel/consonant delivery).

AFTER both the above are solidly in place, use a variety of vocal textures and effects to enhance
the musical and lyrical delivery.

| first listen for good vocal production and all of elements of the 40% portion of the category. Poor
breath support, mismatched vowels and not sustaining the primary vowel sound in the turning of
the diphthongs affects the score given. | listen for a unit sound within sections so that
synchronization is not a major problem. Only then can | move to the lyrical interpretation portion
of the category.

 listen for a strong feeling of tempo and backbeat in an uptune, and a sense of forward motion in
both the uptune and the ballad. A wide range of dynamics well supported also adds to the
message of the lyrics. Vocal textures and artistry can only be accomplished by the contestants
scoring at least a low B+ level.

| guess what really turns me on is a performance which covers all of the basics of the category
and shows mastery in telling the story so that the message reaches out and grabs the audience
with a strong feeling of total involvement visually and vocally from the performer.

Finally, as Judge Zoe Thompson says: “l ask you, is this too much to expect??”



Judge

Contestant's Name

CAFRESSIVUN

Contestant #

Contest: Region # Chorus

] Int'l Quartet Semifinals

Region #
(1 Int'! Chorus Semifinals

(] Intl Quartet Finals

Quartet Date

L] Intl Chorus Finals

U Harmony Classic

JUDGING CRITERIA

BASIC REQUIREMENTS (0-40 points)

ARTISTIC LYRICAL INTERPRETATION (0-60 points)

Vocal Skills Lyric Flow
Synchronization Phrasing
Vowels Forward Motion
Diphthongs Embellishments
Consonants Dynamics
Enunciation Tempo/Rhythm
Inflection
Energy
Finesse
Emotional Communication
SONG #1 SONG #2
score
song 1
SCORING LEVELS
{for one song) score
94 - 100 A+ song 2
86 - 93 A
80 - 85 A-
74 - 79 B+
66 - 73 B
60 - 65 B- 5 ol
54 - 58 G onus Points
46 - 53 C+ awarded for BONUS
40 - 45 OC- performance POINTS
34- 3 D+ package.
26 - 33 D International Finals
20 - 25 D and Harmony
0-19 F Classic only.
Judge
TOTAL
JSS-1  Revised 01/08 SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL SCORE




Judge MUSIC

Contestant's Name Contestant #

Contest: Region # Chorus Region # Quartet Date
[1 Intl Quartet Semifinals ] Intl Chorus Semifinals [ Intl Quartet Finals [ Intl Chorus Finals [] Harmony Classic

JUDGING CRITERIA

SONG & ARRANGEMENT (0-30 points) PERFORMANCE (0-70 points)
Merit as Barbershop Material Vocal Skills
Form/Melody/Lyrics Harmony Accuracy
Arrangement Barbershop Style

Harmonization Tempo

Voicing Rhﬂhm _
Musical Unity
Phrasing
Dynamics

Musical Energy
Musical Artistry

PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

SONG #1 SONG #2
score
song 1
SCORING LEVELS
(for one song) score
94 - 100 A+ song 2
86 - 93 A
SUITABILITY TO PERFORMER 80 - 85 A
Song 1 74 - 79 B+
66- 73 B
60 - 65 B- 5 5
54 - 59 C+ onus Points BONUS
46 - 53 C awarded for
Song 2 40 - 45 C- performance POINTS
34 - 39 D+ package.
26- 33 D International Finals
20- 25 D- and Harmony
Judge 0-19 F Classic only.
JSS-1 Revised 01/08 SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL ——~——_ I |



Judge

Contestant's Name

SHOWMANSHIP

Contestant #

Contest: Region # Chorus

] Int'l Quartet Semifinals

Region #
] Int'l Chorus Semifinals

1 Int'l Quartet Finals

Quartet Date

(L] It Chorus Finals

O Harmony Classic

JUDGING CRITERIA

PERFORMANCE (0-70 points)
COMMUNICATION OF THE
VISUAL AND MUSICAL PRODUCT

Vocal Skills

Energy

Poise and Command
Entrance/break/exit
Characterization
Physical Expression
Choreography

Unity

Audience Rapport
Pitch pipe technique

PREPARATION (0-30 points)
VISUAL PLAN

Entrance/break/exit
Costume
Makeup/Grooming
Choreography
Creativity

Posture
PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
SONG #1 SONG #2
score
song 1
SCORING LEVELS
(for one song) score
#2 #3 94 -100 A+ song 2
74 - 79 B+
66- 73 B
s o B Points
3 54 - 59 C+ onus BONUS
Dester won o) | mwedn | RGN
34 - 39 D+ package.
26- 33 D International Finals
20 - 25 D- and Harmony
0- 18 F Classic only.
Judge
TOTAL

JSS-1  Revised 01/08 SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL

SCORE




Judge

SOUND

Contestant's Name
Contest: Region #
[ Int'l Quartet Semifinals

Contestant #

Chorus Region # Quartet Date

(] IntI Chorus Semifinals  [_] Intl Quartet Finals 1 Int'l Chorus Finals (] Harmony Classic

JUDGING CRITERIA

UNIT SOUND (0-70 points) ARTISTIC SOUND (0-30 points)
VOCAL SKILLS ACCURACY Energized Vocal line
Posture Notes Tone Flow
Breathing Intervals Dynamic Flexibility
Phonation Chords Vocal Style
Resonation Tuning/Intonation
Articulation Section/Part Accuracy

SONG #1

Synchronization
BARBERSHOP BLEND

Tone Production

Vowel Production
BARBERSHOP BALANCE

PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
SONG #2

Judge

score

Baritone/Lead

JSS-1 Revised 01/08

song 1
SCORING LEVELS score
(for one song) song 2
94 -100 A+
86 - 93 A
80 - 85 A
74 - 79 B+
6 - 73 B
80 - 65 B- ]
54 - 59 O+ Bonus Points BONUS
46 - 53 C awarded for POINTS
40 - 45 C- performance
34 - 39 D+ pagkage.'
26 - 33 D International Finals
20 - 25 D and Harmony
0- 19 F Classic only.
TOTAL

SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL SCORE
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