JUDGING CATEGORY
DESCRIPTION BOOK

GUIDE TO VOCAL SKILLS
OUTLINE OF CONTENT
TOPIC
.  INTRODUCTION

II. VOCAL PRODUCTION
A. Individual voice parts
B. Vibrato

II. VOCAL REGISTERS AND BARBERSHOP SINGING

IV.  FREQUENT PROBLEMS IN VOCAL PRODUCTION
Dark or covered sound

Thin or shallow voices

Strained voices

Breathy tones

Vibrato
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JCDB -Sec. I
OUTLINE
(02/03)
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JUDGING CATEGORY
DESCRIPTION BOOK

TOPIC

SOUND CATEGORY

OUTLINE OF CONTENT

I. INTRODUCTION

II. UNIT SOUND (0-70 POINTS)

A. Vocal
1.
2.

4.
5.

skills

Posture

Breathing

a. Muscles of inhalation
b. Muscles of exhalation
Phonation

a. Swallowing muscles

b. Bearing-down muscles
c. Abdominal and intercostal muscles
Resonation

Articulation

B. Accuracy

1.
2
3
4.
5
6.
C. Barbe
1.
2.
3.
D. Barbe

1.
2.

Notes

. Intervals
. Chords

Tuning/intonation

. Section/part accuracy

Synchronization

rshop blend

Tone production

Vowel production

Chorus blend

rshop balance

Common balance problems
Intended imbalance

II. ARTISTIC SOUND (0-30 POINTS)
A. Energized vocal line
B. Tone flow
C. Dynamic flexibility

D. Vocal

style

IV. SCORING THE CATEGORY

JCDB - Sec. I-A
OUTLINE
(02/03)
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JUDGING CATEGORY
DESCRIPTION BOOK

TOPIC

MUSIC CATEGORY

OUTLINE OF CONTENT

L INTRODUCTION

II. SONGAND ARRANGEMENT (0-30 POINTS)

A.
B.

Merit as Barbershop Competition Material
Form

1.  Single-song arrangements

2.  Medley arrangements

Melody 3-4

1.  Changes

2.  Implied harmony
Lyrics

1.  Unacceptable lyrics
2. Questionable lyrics
3. Political correctness
4.  Lyric alteration

5. Parodies
Arrangement

1. Harmonization
Harmonic progressions
Voicings

a. Relative strength
b. Triads

c. Remaining chords
4. Meter

5. Creative devices

W

a. Swipes, echoes, and other embellishments
b. Solo passages

c. Patter

d. Bell chord

e. Instrumental effects

f.  Modulations

III. PERFORMANCE (0-70 POINTS)

A.
B.

Vocal skills

Harmony accuracy

1. Correct notes

2.  Fine tuning

3. Inappropriate doubling

JCDB - Sec. II-B
OUTLINE
(02/08)
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JUDGING CATEGORY
DESCRIPTION BOOK

C.  Barbershop style

L.

2.
3.
4

6.
D. Musi

Tempo

Rhythm

Musical unity

Phrasing

Plodding phrases
Choppy phrases
Patterned phrases
Dropped phrases
Isolated phrases
Dynamics

a. Insufficient contrast
b. Patterned dynamics
c. Imeffective dynamics
d. Inappropriate dynamics
Musical Energy

cal Artistry

U

E. Suitability to Performer

IV. SCORING THE CATEGORY

JCDB - Sec. II-B
OUTLINE
(02/08)
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JUDGING CATEGORY JCDB - Sec. [I-C

DESCRIPTION BOOK OUTLINE
: (11/99)
EXPRESSION CATEGORY
OUTLINE OF CONTENT
TOPIC PAGE
I.  INTRODUCTION 1
II.  BASIC REQUIREMENTS (0-40 POINTS) 1-5
A. Vocal skills 1-2
B. Synchronization/unity 2
C. Word delivery 2-5
1. Vowels 2-3
2. Diphthongs 3
3. Consonants 3-4
4. Enunciation 4-5

1. ARTISTIC LYRICAL INTERPRETATION (INTERPRETIVE PLAN) 5-9
(0-60 POINTS)

Lyric flow

Phrasing

Forward motion

Embellishments

Dynamics

Tempo /rhythm

Inflection

Energy

Finesse

Emotional communication
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IV. SCORING THE CATEGORY
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JUDGING CATEGORY
DESCRIPTION BOOK

TOPIC

SHOWMANSHIP CATEGORY

OUTLINE OF CONTENT

I. INTRODUCTION

II. PERFORMANCE (0-70 POINTS)

om. P

RE
A.
B.
C
D
E

FAT O EOTEIO®

Vocal skills

Energy

Poise and command
Entrance /break/ exit
Characterization
Physical expression
Choreography
Unity

Audience rapport
Pitch Pipe technique
Posture

Chorus director

PARATION (0-30 POINTS)

Entrance /break/exit
Costume

Makeup /grooming
Choreography
Creativity

IV. SPECIAL COMMENTS

>

EoNel-

Disabilities

Staging / properties
Nonsinging members
Crowns

General considerations

V.  SCORING THE CATEGORY

JCDB - Sec. I-D
OUTLINE
(02/03)
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Judge

SOUND

Contestant's Name

Contest: Region #

(] int'l Quartet Semifinals

Contestant #

Chorus Quartet Date

[ Int1 Quartet Finals

Region #

(L] int1 Chorus Semifinals U intl Chorus Finals ] Harmony Classic

UNIT SOUND (0-70 points)

JUDGING CRITERIA
ARTISTIC SOUND (0-30 points)

VOCAL SKILLS ACCURACY Energized Vocal line
Posture Notes Tone Flow
Breathing Intervals Dynamic Flexibility
Phonation Chords Vocal Style
Resonation Tuning/Intonation
Articulation Section/Part Accuracy

Synchronization
BARBERSHOP BLEND
Tone Production
Vowel Production
BARBERSHOP BALANCE
PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
SONG #1 SONG #2

Barjtone/Lead

Judge

J8s-1 Revised 01/08

score
song 1
SCORING LEVELS score
(for one song) song 2
94 - 100 A+
86 - 93 A
80 - 85 A-
74 - 79 B+
66 - 73 B
60 - 85 B-
54 . 59 G+ Bonus Points BONUS
46 - 53 C awarded for POINTS
40 - 45 G- performance
34 . 38 D+ package.
26 - 33 D International Finals
20- 25 D- and Harmony
0- 19 F Classic only.
TOTAL

SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL SCORE




MUSIC

Judge
Contestant's Name Contestant #
Contest: Region # Chorus Region # Quartet Date

[ Intl Quartet Semifinals ] Int'l Chorus Semifinals ] Int'l Quartet Finals | Int'l Chorus Finals

U Harmony Classic

JUDGING CRITERIA

SONG & ARRANGEMENT (0-30 points) PERFORMANCE (0-70 points)
Merit as Barbershop Material Vocal Skills
Form/Melody/Lyrics Harmony Accuracy
Arrangement Barbershop Style

Harmonization Tempo

Voicing Rhyt.hm _
Musical Unity
Phrasing
Dynamics

Musical Energy
Musical Artistry

PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

SONG #1 SONG #2
score
song 1
SCORING LEVELS
{for one song) score
94 - 100 A+ song 2
86 - 93 A
SUITABILITY TO PERFORMER 80 - 85 A
Song 1 74 - 79 B+
66- 73 B
60 - 65 B 5 o
54 - 59 C+ onus Points
BONUS
46 - 53 C awarded for
Song 2 o g o performance POINTS
34 - 39 D+ package.
26 - 33 D International Finals
20 . 25 D and Harmony
Judge 0- 19 F Classic only.
U881 Revised 01/08 SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL ———_s l I



Judge

Contestant's Name

EXPRESSION

Contestant #

Contest: Region # Chorus Region #

(1 Inti Quartet Semifinals (L] intI Chorus Semifinals

[ Int! Quartet Finals

Quartet Date

(1 intl Chorus Finals [ Harmony Classic

BASIC REQUIREMENTS (0-40 points)

JUDGING CRITERIA

ARTISTIC LYRICAL INTERPRETATION (0-60 points)

Vocal Skills Lyric Flow
Synchronization Phrasing
Vowels Forward Motion
Diphthongs Embellishments
Consonants Dynamics
Enunciation Tempo/Rhythm
Inflection
Energy
Finesse
Emotional Communication
SONG #1 SONG #2
scare
song 1
SCORING LEVELS
(for one song) score
94 - 100 A+ song 2
86 - 93 A
80 - 85 A-
74 - 79 B+
66 - 73 B
80 - 65 B- 5 o
54 - 59 C onus Foints
46 - 53 C+ awarded for BONUS
40 - 45 G- performance POINTS
34 - 39 D+ package.
%6 - 33 D International Finals
20 - 25 D- and Harmony
0-19 F Classic only.
Judge
TOTAL
JSS-1  Revised 01/08 SWEET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL - SCORE




Judge

SHOWMANSHIP

Contestant's Name

Contestant #

Contest: Region #
[ int'l Quartet Semifinals

Chorus Quartet

] Iint1 Quartet Finals

Date
L] int1 Chorus Finals

Region #

(] intl Chorus Semifinals ] Harmony Classic

PERFORMANCE (0-70 points)
COMMUNICATION OF THE

JUDGING CRITERIA

PREPARATION (0-30 points)
VISUAL PLAN

VISUAL AND MUSICAL PRODUCT

Vocal Skills

Energy

Poise and Command
Entrance/break/exit
Characterization
Physical Expression
Choreography

Unity

Audience Rapport
Pitch pipe technique

Entrance/break/exit
Costume
Makeup/Grooming
Choreography

Creativity

Posture
SONG #1 SONG #2
score
song 1
SCORING LEVELS
#2 #3 {for ane song) score
94 - 100 A+ song 2
#1 #4 86 - 93 A
BO - 85 A-
74 - 79 B+
i 66 - 73 B
60 - 65 B-
. 54 - 58 C+ Bonus Points
Dll’CCtOI 46 - 53 C awarded for Eg{:#g
40 - 45 C- performance
34 - 39 D+ package.
26 - 33 D International Finals
20 - 25 D- and Harmony
0-19 F Classic only.
Judge
TOTAL
J88-1  Revised 01/08 SwEeET ADELINES INTERNATIONAL SCORE




