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INTRODUCTION TO THE EXPRESSION CATEGORY

The focus of the Expression category is ... the evaluation of the performer’s ability
to communicate musically. In vocal music, communication is strengthened by the
meaningful delivery of lyrics, musical diction, artistic phrasing, appropriate
dynamics and a projection of sincere emotion.

The Expression Judge listens to a performance with her primary concentration
directed to the evaluation of the degree of artistry achieved in the verbal execution
and delivery of the song. Although specific areas require her scrutiny, they are
inseparable in that, blended together, the result is an artistically satisfying entity.
She rewards a performance wherein:

1. Reasonable proficiency in the basics of good vocal production has
been achieved so that a proper foundation for expression is
present.

2. All members of the performing group have achieved reasonable
proficiency in the vertical synchronization of all elements of the
song, including production of vowels, injection of consonants,
turning of diphthongs, attack and release of all syllables, use of
nuances and vocal inflection so that the lyrical presentation
demonstrates unity.

3. Techniques of phrasing, dynamics, tempo and rhythm are used
effectively to support the subtler elements of inflection, finesse
and smooth delivery of the word, so that the result is a sensitive,
artistic musical presentation.



